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SENIORS SHINE IN DRAMAFEST
by Eunice B. Zeta
     ÒSineng-Sining - Tagisan ng Galing: 
Dulaan 2011Ó, the annual Drama 
Festival of Laguna BelAir School, was 
held on August 18, 2011 at the LBAS 
Covered Court. The Fourth Year 
grabbed the championship trophy for 
their play ÒINRI Ð Pasang-KrusÓ. The 
Second Year came in second for their 
play ÒVia Dolorosa-Pagdurusa, 
Paghihinagpis, PagsisisiÓ. The First 
Year, on the other hand, grabbed Third 
Place for their play ÒSummer-Sa Gitna 
ng UlanÓ. 
     The winners in the different 
categories that were up for grabs are 
as follows: 
Fourth Year  - Pinakadisiplinadong    
Antas
Mykah Ellaine Wong and Tyra 
Huelgas  - Natatanging Flyers,  ÒINRI-
Pasang-KrusÓ
Antonio Bicos Jr. and Sam 
Marquez  - Natatanging Poster, ÒElena 
Ð Misteryo ng KahaponÓ
Miguel Carlo Alviar and Jericho 
Ngo  - Natatanging Trailer, ÒVia 
DolorosaÓ
Fourth Year  - Natatanging Kilos o 
Galaw, ÒINRI-Pasang-KrusÓ 
Jeff Pons and Henry Calagui  - 
Natatanging Paglalapat ng Ilaw, ÒVia 
DolorosaÓ

Erika Reyes and James Ocampo  - 
Natatanging Paglalapat ng Musika, 
ÒINRI-Pasang-KrusÓ
Mary Andrea Ortega and Jalyle 
Centeno  - Natatanging Disenyong 
Pamproduksyon, ÒVia DolorosaÓ
Joshua Alcaraz  - Natatanging 
Tagasulat ng Iskrip, ÒINRI-Pasang-
KrusÓ
Kaitlyn Javier  - Natatanging 
Pangalawang Direktor, ÒINRI-Pasang-
KrusÓ
Sarah Maderazo  - Natatanging 
Direktor, ÒINRI-Pasang-KrusÓ
Michael Amparo  - Natatanging 
Katulong na Aktor, ÒINRI ÐPasang-
KrusÓ
Sharina Batin  - Natatanging 
Katulong na Aktres, ÒVia DolorosaÓ
Laroche Santiago  - Natatanging 
Pangunahing Aktor, ÒINRI-Pasang-
KrusÓ 
Dorese David  - Natatanging 
Pangunahing Aktres, ÒVia DolorosaÓ
ÒINRI Ð Pasang-krusÓ  Ð 
Natatanging Dulang Pantema
      The First Year students presented 
ÒSummer-Sa Gitna ng UlanÓ, a 
humorous yet touching play about the 
travails of a young girl whose utmost 
ambition was to become a dancer. This 
was followed by the Second Year 

students with the melodramatic ÒVia 
Dolorosa Ð Pagdurusa, Paghihinagpis, 
PagsisisiÓ, a cautionary tale about the 
dangers of trying too hard to fit in.  
There was a twenty-minute break, 
after which the audience returned to 
the covered court for the Third YearÕs 
ÒElena Ð Misteryo ng KahaponÓ, a 
commendable attempt at whodunit 
drama.  Another twenty-minute break 
was given and then it was the Fourth 
YearÕs turn with ÒINRI Ð Pasang-KrusÓ, 
which showcased the extent to which 
God suffers for and in behalf of all 
mankind. 
     After the presentations, there were 
intermission numbers from the Korean 
students who showcased their skills in 
dancing, singing, and reading poems. 
     Mr. Norman Llaguno, the 
Communication Arts Coordinator, 
announced the winners while the 
school Principal Ms. Michelle Zeta and 
the Academic Team Head/Science 
Coordinator Ms. Lowell Somoso 
handed out the certificates, medals, 
and trophies. Mr. Romel Obinario, the 
Coordinator for Social Studies and the 
Insitutional Values Formation Program 
(IVFP) handed out the Natatanging 
Dulang Pantema award.
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ªLINGGO NG WIKAº A BIG 
HIT ONCE MORE 
BY HAZEL JOYCE S. DIZON

     The much anticipated annual celebration of ÒLinggo ng WikaÓ once again took 
center stage at Laguna BelAir School in the third week of August, 2011. This yearÕs 
celebration showcased Òpagkukuwento, palabigkasan, sayawit, at dulaan,Ó focusing 
on the theme ÒWikang Filipino: Tagapagbuklod sa Pananampalatayang PilipinoÓ. The 
event aimed to promote the Filipino language and to unite people despite their 
differing religious or spiritual beliefs, through various activities on specific dates.

     On August 15, BelAirians experienced a one-of-a-kind morning assembly  that 
marked the beginning of the ÒLinggo ng Wika.Ó Two remarkable employees, Marcon 
Calimlim and Edgardo Palilio, impressively  recited the schoolÕs educational 
philosophy  and VMG  in Filipino. Also, Ms. Meriam Torres, Kinder-1 teacher, sang 
ÒDakilang LahiÓ gracefully. Patricia Viel, from Grade 4 - Patience amazingly  sang 
ÒIsang LahiÓ while the second graders and the seniors harmoniously  danced folk 
dances with a modern touch. The day  went on with students from every  level 
preparing for assigned performances. 

 Preparations continued the next day, August 16. Pre-school pupils to high 
school students practiced for their upcoming activities: ÒHalinang Magkuwentuhan!Ó 
for Nursery, Kinder  1, and Kinder 2, ÒPalabigkasanÓ for Grades 1 to 3, ÒSayawitÓ for 
Grades 4 to 6, and the DramaFest for First Year to Fourth Year high school.

     Wednesday, August 17, was a big day  for both pre-school and grade school 
pupils. Pre-school pupils held their ÒHalinang Magkuwentuhan!Ó in their respective 
classrooms, with volunteer parents, teachers and fellow  students doing an 
interactive reading of Filipino tales. Primary  pupils also had a great job performing 
their chosen pieces about charity, our nation and God in their recital. Likewise, 
intermediate pupils successfully  performed numbers that spoke of the importance of 
nature and of faith. 

   The ÒSayawitÓ Competition results are as follows: Third place was awarded to 6 Ð 
Perseverance while Second place was awarded to 4 Ð Temperance. The winning 
class and declared this yearÕs champion was 5 Ð Understanding. 

     On August 18, the much awaited Dramafest or ÒSineng-Sining: Tagisan ng 
GalingÓ was held on stage with family  members, friends, and alumni coming to 
watch good performances from each year level. 

 The last day  of the celebration, August 19, was slotted for ÒPistang PinoyÓ - 
a hearty  break for the students as they  came to school in their Filipiniana attire, 
feasted on Filipino dishes and delicacies, relaxed, and had fun while still maintaining 
the essence of the celebration.

     The elections for Laguna BelAir 
SchoolÕs Student Executive Board (SEB) 
officers were held on March 4, 2011, 
enabling the new  set of student leaders 
to land running at the start of the 
current school year. 

   Two student political parties, the 
L.E.T.S. party  and the S.P.I.R.I.T. party, 
battled it out for the positions on the 
student council. After room-to-room 
campaigns and a miting de avance, the 
LBAS students cast their votes to select 
whom they  deemed as the most 
deserving to voice-out the concerns of 
students. The election, duly  supervised 
by  the outgoing SEB officers, yielded the 
following results:

President
De Castro, Rain              60.16%
Pagaduan, Michael  39.84%

Vice-President(Internal)
Limbo, Joanne  44.15%
Mailom, Mark  55.85%

Vice President(External)
Aguilera, Angelica  66.53%
Leachon, Johanne  33.47%

Secretary
Santos, Jesamine  62.73%
Aquino, Rainiel  37.27%

Treasurer
Pucay, Juan  47.76%
Sanchez, Celeen  52.24%

Assistant Secretary
Reamillo, Joelle  42.74%
Reloj, Miguel  57.26%

Assistant Treasure r
Salvadora, Ramon  65.45%
Lipat, Nicole  34.55%

New SEB 
OFFICERS LAND 
RUNNING
BY PAOLO O. PILA
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Green 
Committee 
Launches 
ªLuntiang 
Lunesº 
by Vea G. Del rosario

     The Green Committee of 
Laguna BelAir School launched 
ÒLuntiang LunesÓ as its ßagship 
program for school year 
2011-2012. 

     The program encourages all 
LBAS students and employees to 
eat brown rice and more 
vegetables during Mondays. It 
also mandates the canteen to 
serve brown rice and a variety of 
vegetable dishes on the Þrst day 
of the school week for the 
purpose of encouraging people 
to eat healthy servings and to 
reduce their carbon footprint. 

     According to the United 
Nations, raising livestock or 
animals for food generates more 
greenhouse gases than that from 
the combined emissions of cars, 
planes, ships, and trains around 
the world. This implies that 
people who lessen their 
consumption of meat and resort 
to eating plenty of vegetables 
would help lessen the production 
of greenhouse gases.

! As part of the program, 
Science teachers are to include in 
their instruction topics about 
indigenous vegetables (IVs) and 
brown rice, and how these two 
healthy options would be of help 
to the well-being of the students. 

Eat Your Greens!  
by Yani B. Abonado

 Laguna BelAir School 
celebrated Nutrition Week  in July 
with the theme ÒHealthy Filipino 
Options: IVs and Brown Rice.Ó 
This yearÕs celebration and its 
activities focused on introducing 
indigenous vegetables to the 
LBAS community. The activities 
encouraged the participants to 
gather and try different recipes 
using indigenous vegetables. The 
school also took the opportunity 
to introduce brown rice as a 
nutritious and economically  sound 
option to milled and polished rice. 

     The 4th graders had a potluck 
party  where they had to bring 
brown rice and a viand made of 
indigenous vegetables. They  were 
also tasked to explain the 
nutritional value of the viand they 
brought. Grades 5 and 6 were 
assigned to create their own 
recipes of indigenous vegetable 
salad with dressing.
 
  Meanwhile, the high school 
students had an indigenous pizza 
making contest. They baked their 
pizzas before the actual judging 
day  and reheated them minutes 
before the judging time. The 
entire covered court was filled 
with the delicious smell of the 
various indigenous pizzas. Many 
were excited as they  set up their  
tables. Two to three members of 
the group remained at the tables 
to explain the nutritional value of 
their indigenous pizza and to 
assist the judges in  tasting them.
 
     Rain de Castro and his group- 
mates from IV Ð Archimedes won 

1st place. Julia MalicdemÕs group 
from II Ð Aristotle placed second, 
while MJ PagaduanÕs group from 
IV - Newton got the 3rd place. 
Al though not everyone got 
awards, everyone was considered 
a winner for coming up with such 
creat ive cul inary creat ions! 
Everyone celebrated by  eating the 
pizzas.

    It was one proof that eating 
your greens canÕt be as bad as 
you think. In fact, eating fruits 
and vegetables is not really  bad at 
all. WhatÕs more, eating them 
with brown rice makes for an 
even healthier diet. On the other 
hand, if you really donÕt like 
vegetables, then try  creative ways 
for you to like them. One example 
is the indigenous pizza which the 
high school students made.

   Always remember that good 
health isnÕt gained from food 
alone. Also needed are exercising 
regularly, having enough sleep 
and rest, and practicing proper 
hygiene. 

   Nutrition Week may  have been 
a simple event but it was a 
meaningful one. Vegetables may 
be boring and less tasteful than 
meat, but they surely  contribute 
to a healthy lifestyle. Just always 
keep in mind that the most 
significant things in life are the 
things that we usually  take for 
granted - just like vegetables. 

     So, eat up your Greens!
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Seniors wisen up about Choices  
by Leanne T. Malicdem  

 The Fourth Year High 
School students of Laguna 
BelAir School attended a Career 
Orientation on July  20-22, 2011, 
at the AVR, with Mr. Serafin 
Geronimo, Jr. as guest speaker. 
Mr. Geronimo, who works with 
a n o r g a n i z a t i o n n a m e d 
Guidance NGO, was the speaker 
for the different year levelsÕ 
seminars, which were organized 
b y t h e s c h o o l Õs S t u d e n t 
Formation Center. 
 
 For the seniors, the 
or ientat ion was al l about 
choices. From 3:30 to 5:00 P.M. 
of July 20, Mr. Geronimo gave 
tips on how fourth year students 
should choose the program to 
take and the university  to go to 
for their tertiary education. He 
told the students about certain 
Levels of Accreditation given to 
universities by  government and 
private accrediting agencies like 
PAASCU and PACU-COA, and 
made them aware of the fact 

that the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHEd) gives out 
Cente rs o f Exce l lence o r 
Development certifications to 
rightful universities.

 It really  was a very 
meaningful orientation and 
many of the students were glad 
that Mr. Geronimo told them 
about those things. He was a 
very  good speaker and was able 
to hold the audienceÕs attention 
all throughout his talk.

 The career orientation 
didnÕt end there, though. It 
continued on until July 21 and 
22. On both days, there were 
two guest speakers and various 
u n i v e r s i t y a n d c o l l e g e  
representatives who came to 
talk  about their campuses and 
offered programs. 

     The guest speakers on 
Thursday, July 21, were LBAS 
alumni Mr. RJ Barairo and Ms. 

Zyrille Limpin, both graduates of 
De La Salle Canlubang. Mr. 
Barairo focused on how to 
choose the course to major in. 

 On the following day, 
parents of LBAS students, Dr. 
Margarita Rica D. Mercado and 
Engr. Felipe C. Del Rosario III 
were the guest speakers. Dr. 
Mercado talked about the 
influence of parents in the 
studentsÕ creation of their goals, 
while Engr. Del Rosario talked 
about planning careers.

 The four speakers had a 
lot of helpful and wise things to 
say. The students were really 
grateful to have them as 
speakers and for having the 
opportunity to be oriented. 
The i r d isorgan ized minds 
became organized regarding the 
careers they want to pursue in 
the future. 

E V  E N T S  R O U N D - U P

TAJI Visits Laguna BelAir School
by Angelique G. De Castro

 Mr. Yukio Otani, Top 
Executive of Toyota Autoparts 
Japan, Inc. (TAJI), along with 
Toyota Autoparts Philippines 
partners, visited Laguna BelAir 
School in July  as part of the 
company Õs env i ronmenta l 
advocacy. The automative 
industry executive  came to see 
if the school is really  a model 
institution when it comes to 
environmental programs. In 

particular, he looked into the 
implementat ion of Project 
Hilom.  Mr. Otani did an ocular 
inspection of the LBAS vicinity, 
and also conducted casual 
interviews with students about 
the said programs. 

 One of the students he 
managed to converse with, Jan 
Mikhail A. Mengullo of Grade 5-
Understanding was asked, 

ÒWhat is happening to the 
waste segregation policy of  the 
school?Ó and ÒDo you also do 
waste segregation in your own 
homes?Ó 

 I n a l l , t h e T A J I 
executiveÕs visit was all worth it 
as it reflected the schoolÕs 
preparedness and uniqueness 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o i t s 
environmental programs. 
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     It will be costly. It does not ensure quality. Only low-
paying jobs will be available to students after graduating 
from high school. These are some of the points raised by 
people who are against the K to 12 Curriculum, the 
government initiative which stipulates the adding of two 
more years to the existing Basic Education Curriculum. 
Instead of getting admitted to college after four years in 
high school,  a student would still need to complete two 
more years.  But the big question is, will it be effective?
     There are people who are in favor of the K to12 system 
as it is being implemented and observed in many countries 
around the world. They say that the quality of education 
would be improved and the students would have 
employment opportunities right after graduating from high 
school. Others add that students in a K to 12 set up would 
gain more knowledge, hence making them more capable of 
coping with the challenges in life. However, these points 
are not really reasonable.
     Implementing a new system due to clamor and just 
because the majority of countries are already observing it is 
like buying an iPad because most of your classmates 
already have one - bandwagon appeal. Reasonable? Not at 
all. 
    Improving the quality of education here in the 
Philippines is a never ending concern. How can education 
be improved by merely adding two more years to the 
course of study when Philippine schools lack classrooms? 
How can education improve when our teachers go overseas 

or into other fields for greener pastures? And those are just 
two of the many problems besetting our educational 
system.
     Having students employed right after they graduate from 
the secondary level seems such a noble and ideal goal,  but 
having these graduates end up in low-paying jobs, without 
security of tenure, is another thing.
     As for gaining more knowledge, isnÕt it that our parents, 
grandparents, and even teachers graduated from the current 
set-up and possess enough knowledge that have enabled 
them to survive in the real world? We cannot say that their 
educational experiences are insufficient because often times 
we still ask help from them.
     To top it all, imposing the K Ð 12 system would entail 
more expenses for everyone concerned Ð the students, the 
parents, the schools.
     It is the responsibility of the government to know the 
proper solutions to social problems that our country faces 
right now, particularly that of education. Instead of having 
the lengthened curriculum, why not first meet the 
classroom shortages in all public schools, increase the 
salaries of teachers so that they will opt to stay in the 
Philippines, and produce well-paying jobs for college 
graduates? 
    Once these challenges have been faced, then  
maybe, it can be objectively seen whether there is really a 
need for the government to effectively implement the K to 
12 curriculum.

      O  P  I  N  I  O  N  

K - 12: Reasonable or Not? by Leanne T. Malicdem
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C l u b   T i m e, F u n T i m e!
Intermediate Clubs

Who says the Intermediate Level in Grade School canÕt have fun, too? HereÕs a peek into their very 
exclusive clubs.

Indak Club Fridays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM, Gr. 4-Temperance Room
Moderator: Ms. Len Bernarte
Dancing here and there, the dancing queens and kings are everywhere. Indak Club trains the dancers of the 
intermediate level, makes them ready for any special occasion and able to execute different styles and 
choreography for peopleÕs enjoyment.

Glee Club 
Thursdays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM, Gr. 5-Understanding Room
Moderator: Ms. Becy Cruz
Get your vocal chords warmed up and sing! The warblers of the intermediate level are trained for any 
opportune time that would need their soaring, angelic voices. They are trained to do a wide variety of 
songs, from songs of praise to operatic performances. All is possible with the Glee Club members.

Young Chefs Club 
Fridays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM, HELE/ TLE Room
Moderator: Ms. Celeste Perocho
Our little chefs are on the way to culinary expertise! They donÕt just cook every other meeting, they also 
discuss and learn about what they cook. Behold the future master chefs of the world! 

Badminton Club 
Fridays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM. LBA 1 Clubhouse
Moderator: Ms. Mildred Mantilla
Those great badminton smashers will surely love this club. Playing badminton may be really tough, but itÕs 
going to be a lot easier if one plays the game with fun. 

Math Club 
Fridays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM, Gr. 6-Wisdom Room
Moderator: Ms. Annabelle Aller
Math is not always migraine-inducingAlgebra! Math can be fun, too, and this club will prove it true. But, 
donÕt mistake it as a math remedial class. Learn Math the fun-filled way with club activities that mix oneÕs 
mathematical aptitude with academics and logic.

Soccer Club 
Fridays, 2:00 to 2:40 PM, LBA 1 Clubhouse
Moderator: Ms. Karla Caling
Soccer is now one popular sport in the Philippines. It does seem really fun to play. Strategically kicking 
that black and white ball is entertaining, right? Football is a bit tiring and physically demanding, too, so 
one should take great care when playing the game.
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b y H y a n n i s  D. M a g c a m i t 
High School Clubs
All of high school stuff can cause a head ache, so take a chill, have a break, and join a club to cure that 
ache.
InMedia Club 
Fridays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, Computer Lab
Moderator: Sir Adrian Harold Lapiz
Attention to all computer enthusiasts! This club is for those people who love typing, clicking, and ÒIT-ingÓ 
all things. The club, of course, discusses computer-and-technology-related stuff like photography. Added 
to this are environmental projects on saving watersheds as well as using energy and water efficiently and 
correctly.

NVIROE Club
Fridays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, Gr. 6-Wisdom Room
Moderator: Sir Norle Bajado
This clubÕs principal objective is to develop the minds and hearts of the members to enable them to 
become active environmental warriors. The club aims to protect the Earth and teach others to take their 
part as concerned human beings.

Basketball Varsity
Fridays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, Covered Court
Moderator: Sir Dennis Petate
This club trains our Vipers, the official LBAS Basketball Varsity Team. They start the club time by having 
intense work-outs and warm-ups. For the many high school guys who wished to join the varsity, there was 
a long, tiring try-out, after which they were assigned to either team A or team B.

Volleyball Club
Wednesdays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, Covered Court
Moderator: Ms. Camille Cabellon
Well, here come the great volleyball players! Hitting that ball and making sure it goes above the net to the 
opponentÕs side is tough, right? And so, playing this sport is no joke. One needs to train a lot, and to get 
the right mix of  physicality and fun.

Frisbee Club
Fridays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, Admin Field
Moderator: Sir Aris Mejia
Frisbees are UFOs -Ultra Fun Objects. This is true, as throwing that light, round disc can be ultra fun. 
Some people think Frisbee is just a game for dogs and their owners, when it actually is quite a demanding 
game for people. Like other clubs, this one has environmental projects, specifically, composting and 
campus greening.

Math Club 
Fridays, 3:40 to 4:20 PM, II-Mendel Room
Moderator: Sir Edgar Basaysay
The club aims to show that Math can be fun. It has activities that help students with their Mathematical 
concerns. It can even help high school students deal with all things algebraic, trigonometric, and more.
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ÒVendo Tayo?Ó by Dorese S. David
 "May barya ka ba?"
 "Oo, bakit, aanhin mo?"
 This is a common dialog around Laguna Bel-air School nowadays. Can you guess why? It is because of 
the newest trend in school, the "vendo machine". It was in the morning of July 26, 2011 when I first saw 
students coming from the administration building holding cups of different sizes in black, blue or red color. I 
became curious. "Is there a new concessionaire?Ó I thought.  I went to check it out right away but it was too 
crowded and I still had a lot of things to do before classes started, so i proceeded to my classroom. When I 
reached the classroom, most of my classmates were holding a cup. Each of them was sharing his/her opinion 
like "Masarap siya." and "In fairness, kahit mahaba ang pila, it's worth it". This made me more inquisitive.
 Suddenly, a friend of mine approached me and invited me, "Halika try natin bumili sa bagong vending 
machine!" 
 ÒVendo machine...dito sa school?! Weeeehh... 'di 'nga!" I asked hesitantly. As we arrived at the new 
building, I shouted with amazemant," O my gosh, totoo nga 'yang sinasabi mo! Wow! Ang galing, saan ito 
galing?"  I mean, come on, this was the first time I had ever seen a vending machine inside our school. A 
number of students were also sharing similar reactions to mine, especially the ones who were trying the 
vendo machine for the first time. 
 In the next few days, I tried the vending machine. "What a superb taste!" was my reaction to a cup of 
mocha frappŽ. The long queue was truly worth it. This will probably be one of my more memorable 
experiences as a student -  enjoying a cup of hot or cold drink from the vendo machine.
 Here are some positive and negative experiences of BelAirians on the use of the "in-thing" in school:
 "My friend who was trying the vendo machine for the first time was really amazed and reacted ÔWow, 
ang galing!Õ in a peculiar voice. - Charlene Ray Tugade
 "One time, we got thirsty , so we decided to buy from the vendo machine. I ordered a drink worth 
P17.00. I paid P20.00, but I got only P1.00 change." - Danielle Abuel
 "My classmate was trying to get the cafe mocha and then the machine didn't work, so instead, he got 
iced choco. I tried to get the cafe mocha, and surprisingly, the machine worked! I said, ÔGumagana lang 'yan 
sa mga guwapo! Hahaha.Õ"  - Rain De Castro
  Most of the time, the vendo machine doesn't accep t the P20 peso bills of students so they 
leave the line and ask fellow students, "May barya ka b a?" Their friends would then ask in return, "Bakit, 
aanhin mo?" Then the popular line would be heard, "Ipang ve-vendo ko!"
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Knowing Thyself  by Hazel Joyce S. Dizon

 On a stressful Wednesday, July 20, 2011, we had an unexpected career orientation at the schoolÕs 
Audio Visual Room (AVR). The speaker was from Guidance NGO, Mr. Serafin Geronimo Jr., who is also involved 
in School Magazine and regularly conducts seminars that assess students. He was the speaker for each high 
school levelÕs Career Orientation, which was organized by the Student Formation Center. For the sophomores, 
Mr. GeronimoÕs orientation revolved around making the right decisions that would lead us to  careers we would 
enjoy the most.

 Hearing the news, I was overwhelmed to know that at such an early age, I would have the opportunity 
to attend such an orientation. Growing up, IÕd always looked forward to these career orientations which I felt 
would help me know who I really am.

 The career orientation started with Mr. GeronimoÕs introduction and a presentation of the PhilippinesÕ 
top colleges. Contrary to what I had expected, the career orientation focused on ÒKnowing Thyself.Ó From the 
name itself, I expected the orientation to discuss the possible careers weÕd have if we took  specific programs, 
but I was thinking narrowly. I didnÕt think that I would have to know myself in order to make the right 
decisions like choosing the right career. Mr. Geronimo was able to help me.

 He taught us ways to know ourselves and what our hearts truly desire through his ÒThree-step Guide 
to Career Assessment.Ó First, he made us do an introductory activity with a partner, where we had to rate each 
other on the adjectives given. My results showed that I knew my partner more than I knew myself, which was 
a bad sign. 

 This activity then led us to Step 1 of the speakerÕs three-step guide. He gave us tips and advice, saying 
that our heartÕs desire is our strength and that following it may lead us to the right career. He also said that 
doing what you love is like not having to work at all. Step 2 is all about knowing our interests and skills, while 
Step 3 involves the willingness to accept the risks and hazards of our chosen career. 



New Teachers!  by Danielle D. Abuel

ÒGood morning, teacherÉ?Ó Usually, when a new teacher enters the classroom, we end up saying this, 
simply because we donÕt know the teacherÕs name. But now that we already know their names, the next step is to 
discover more about THEM and their teaching experiences. So, here are some things you should know about 
Laguna BelAir SchoolÕs newest teachers.

Ms. Joan Marie S. Bautista
ÒThis is already my 5th year of teaching. My previous employment was in PAREF Rosemont School where I 

also taught in the nursery level. I chose LBAS to experience working in a big school and try to teach in a more 
structured way. Teaching here has been fun. There are lots of different stories everyday. Each student performs, 
plays, and behaves differently. They are like big blessings wrapped in small packages.Ó

Ms. Meriam L. Torres
ÒMy previous employment was in Indonesia where I handled Kinder 2 classes. This is my 6th year of 

teaching. I love the children, especially the younger kids, and the school. Some of the children are quiet, hyper, 
sweet, noisy, annoying, loving, but I love them all.Ó

Ms. Elmalyn P. Bernarte
ÒI worked in Canossa School, City of Sta. Rosa for 6 years. I taught Science and Health for Grades 1-3. I 

decided to teach because I really enjoy being with children, and I want to help and increase knowledge in young 
minds. I was inspired by a former teacher to go into this profession. I chose LBAS for I believe that this community 
can help me grow better as a teacher and as a person as well. ItÕs fun to be with this community. The students are 
very accommodating, and I enjoy being with them. The school, as a whole, inspires and challenges me to teach 
better, so I can touch lives and hearts.Ó

Ms. Mayen B. Del Mundo
ÒThis is my 1st year of teaching, but I had my practice teaching at the UP Rural High School and Christian 

School International. I chose LBAS because it is a Math and Science school. In the almost five months that IÕve 
been here in LBAS, I have been happy working with the personnel and the students here, who are nice and 
thoughtful. I am very proud of the hardworking students in every class that I am handling. I can see that everyone is 
eager to learn.Ó

Ms. Camile J. Cabellon
ÒThis is my 3rd year of teaching. I spent two and a half years in De La Salle Canlubang. I chose LBAS 

because I was informed of the science curriculum in the High School Department and that the students are good. For 
my students, just a few words: have patience in studying and discipline in every aspect.Ó

Mr. Norle A. Bajado
ÒI have been teaching for 4 years. I last taught Science 6 and HEKASI 6 in Chair of St. Peter School. I 

chose LBAS because it seemed like a good training ground to improve my craft. So far, teaching here has been 
challenging, and the students here are very good, with very diverse behaviors. As for the obnoxious ones, itÕs okay 
to be naughty, but see to it that you can catch up with the lessons. I know that the students will soon realize the 
importance of education.Ó

Mr. Adrian L. Lapiz
ÒI started teaching 3 years ago. My previous school was the Colegio de Sta. Rosa de Lima, and I taught 

Computer there. I decided to be a teacher to share what I have learned, and to learn at the same time. I chose LBAS 
because the Laguna BelAir community is where I used to belong, and I also think itÕs a great school. Teaching here 
has been challenging but rewarding.Ó
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The Inevitable End : A Film Review by Reiko V. Maeda
Title: ÒShakespeare in LoveÓ
Directed by: John Madden
Starring Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth Paltrow

My overall impression of the movie is that it was not the best movie I ever watched, but it was also not the 
worst. What I liked most about it was that it was not Òmono-genreÓ, if thereÕs such a word. It was funny yet it 
had action; it was romantic yet it also had suspense. It was fast-paced though the story was set in the 15th 
century. One funny thing was that the actor who played William Shakespeare didnÕt look at all like him, but I 
guess that didnÕt matter. The movie had charm since there were barely films based on assumptions from facts. 
The directors also added some quirky twists to it, like the kid who told on Viola, since he actually got famous 
for gory novels which he mentioned as liking in the movie. I wonder if that kid actually peeped at the actual 
Viola de Lesseps, but I guess that, too, didnÕt matter.

One of the assets of the movie was its fearlessness in basing it on something that probably did not happen. The 
movie made the audience wonder and walk out of the viewing room still talking about it, wondering what 
actually happened that night when William Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet, if he really was driven by 
love and passion, and if Viola was actually the reason why. 

Another good thing was that the movie actually felt like a time capsule. It showed how people were back in the 
1500s. Most importantly, it showed how plays were created and staged back then. The differences between 
cultures and ways of doing things then and now are extremely interesting.

This movie is the kind that teachers would want their students to watch because the Òold-fashioned-nessÓ is 
depicted perfectly, so I donÕt think it was necessary to include the bed scenes. I mean, they can show passion 
and love without having scenes like those, right? Also, they got some facts wrong, lke that scene when the 
Queen sort of hid under that musk-colored cloak. ThatÕs not realistic at all. If she had wanted to watch a play 
then she could have gone there as herself. SheÕd probably even have gotten some privileges like a special seat 
or something. Other than that one scene, nothing else bothered me. 

As for the characters, I think Joseph Fiennes did a wonderful job as William Shakespeare. I think he made us 
look at Shakespeare in a different light, in a more personal light, I guess. Here he was not just a famous 
playwright but also a person, a normal person who would fall in love. I like how Gwyneth Paltrow, the actress 
who played Viola, could speak so poetically when, as the aspiring actor Thomas Kent, she spoke RomeoÕs 
lines. I also liked how Viola was a 15th century rebel or feminist in her own way. She did what she wanted, 
studied what she wanted, and spoke what she wanted. This was really admirable because despite how uptight 
her parents and those times were, she still turned out to be free spirited.

The ending was one of the most important scenes in the movie. Although William and Viola did not end up 
with each other, they didnÕt wallow in each otherÕs absence either. They moved on and just learned from what 
happened, but what was surprising was that, at first, their passion and drive made it seem like they would fight 
for their love no matter what. I hated how they already knew that both of them would not end up with each 
other because of the class difference and still they went on with their love affair. They just broke each otherÕs 
heart. If I were Will and I knew that Kent was Viola then I wouldÕve stayed away because I would know that 
we were not for each other. But then, if they did not have an affair, the masterpiece that is Rome and Juliet 
would not have been written. At least, thatÕs what the movie wants to say.

This leads us to the phrase Òart imitates life.Ó If it werenÕt for Viola, then Shakespeare wouldnÕt have changed 
the play from a comedy to a tragic romance. ThatÕs what itÕs all about, right? What the whole movie is about? 
Passion and love inspired and motivated Will to write the play. Art imitates life because when an artist 
experiences the death of a loved one, for example, he wouldnÕt write a comedy, but would instead, write a 
tragedy.

As for the rating, I give the movie a 7 out of 10 for its amazing depiction of love in the 1500s.
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Until the End  by Leanne T. Malicdem

ÒWill you stay with me?Ó 
ÒAlways.Ó 
ÒUntil the end.Ó 
These are the most famous lines from the last 

part of the Harry Potter series. When I think of the 
movie, I recall a big wide screen in front of me and the 
tears running down my face as the end got nearer. 

When the first Harry Potter movie was released 
in 2001, I and most of my peers were just innocent little 
kids whom our parents dragged along as they watched 
the movie. Then, we were crying not only because of the 
movie houseÕs dark ambiance but also because of the 
settings of the Harry Potter movie. 

Ten years after, the epic finale was finally 
released and now, weÕre all old enough to understand 
Harry PotterÕs adventures and to appreciate J.K 
RowlingÕs greatness in writing. She introduced us to this 
whimsical world full of excitement and danger. She 
widened our imagination and made us believe that love 
conquers all. The characters she created became real and 
we got closer to them as we read each page of the books.

 We have all grown up with Harry Potter, 
Hermione Granger, Ron Weasley and many others. 
WeÕve sat down with them as they learned Potions and 
Divination, flew with them as they played Quidditch, 
tried together the spells taught in Transfiguration, and 
stood with them as they fought the last Battle at 
Hogwarts. They were basically with us as we were 
growing up. And as their journey finally stops, ours is 
just starting. We might not be able to see Lord 
Voldemort trying to conquer their magical world, we 
might not hear Fred and GeorgeÕs jokes anymore, and 
we might not witness the growing ginger-head family of 
Hermione and Ron. WhatÕs important is that we will 
carry their stories and lessons forever. 

 The Wizarding World of Harry Potter hasnÕt 
ended, because it will always be here as long as there 
are those who believe in it. I and the rest of the ÒPotter 
heads,Ó send out our appreciation to Joanne Rowling; 
the 3 directors - Chris Columbus, Alfonso Cuaron, and 
David Yates; and to you, if you have stuck with Harry 
until the very end. *lumos nox*
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! urning Bridge"
by Ralph S. Restubog

# # I                                         

Once I was wi$  you as a %ien&                    

' ow has $ is bridge burned (  $ e ground?   

) ou ( ld me your love never end"              

* here can $ is love be ever found?

# # II 

Once I had always made you smil+              

, en why has $ is life become vile?                

- ow I just look like a s. ange/                      

* hen I once was your brave ranger. 

# # III                                                                  

0 am residing in $ e dark                         

1a2ing over a sea of shark"                     

! ecause des. oyed was $ e 3s. ong4 bridg+       

, at made me fa2 %om a sharp ridg+  

# # I 5                                                                

* hy did you 62 me (  forgiv+                        

1or against me no one has sinne&                  

! ut don7t you worry I won7t leav+                  

1or in $ is ground I have been pinne&  

# # 5                                                                   

On $ is shore we bo$  sat and hope&           

8 nder $ e same blue sky and su9               

* hose guiding light ( ld us (  sta:                  

- o ma; er how hard and how < n.
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MOSAIC MEMBERSÕ 
MOVIE WATCHLIST

Eat Pray Love
Starring Julia Roberts,  James Franco
Directed by: Ryan Murphy
    ÒLiz Gilbert (Roberts) had everything a modern woman 
is supposed to dream of  having - a husband, a house, a 
successful career - yet like so many others she found herself 
lost, confused, and searching for what she really wanted in 
life.  Newly divorced and at a crossroads, Gilbert steps out 
of  her comfort zone, risking everything to change her life, 
embarking on a journey around the world that  becomes a 
quest for self-discovery.Ó 
MosaicÕs Rating: ****

A Walk to Remember
Starring: Mandy Moore, Shane West
Directed by: Adam Shankman
   ÒIn Beaufort, North Carollina, a prank on a student goes  
terribly wrong and puts the student in the hospital. 
Landon Carter (West), a popular student with no deÞned 
plans for the future, is held responsible and forced to 
participate in after-school community service as 
punishment, which include starring as the lead in the 
school play. Also participating in these activities is Jamie 
Sullivan (Moore), the reverendÕs daughter, who has great 
ambitions and nothing in common with Landon. When 
Landon decides he wants to take his activities seriously, he 
asks Jamie for help and begins to spend most of  his time 
with her, leading to his developing strong feelings for her - 
something he did not expect. Their relationship is tested 
by the strict reverendÕs disapproval and a heart-breaking 
secret that helps them to realize the true meaning of  love 
and fate.Ó 
MosaicÕs Rating: ***

Toy Story 3
Starring: Tom Hanks, Tim Allen, Joan           

Cusack
Directed by: Lee Unkrich
   ÒWoody, Buzz, and the whole gang are back. As their 
owner Andy prepares to depart for college, his loyal toys 
Þnd themselves in a daycare where untamed tots with their 
sticky little Þngers do not play nice. So, itÕs all for one and 
one for all as they join BarbieÕs counterpart Ken, a 
thespian hedgehog named Mr. Pricklepants, and a pink, 
strawberry-scented teddy bear called Lots-o-HugginÕ Bear 
to plan their great escape.Ó 
MosaicÕs Rating: ****

LBAS @ 15: MILESTONES IN 
EMERALD AND GOLD  

15 Years of Forming the 
Youth and Making a Better 

World Possible


